
WHAT IS A RAIN GARDEN?
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HOW DOES A RAIN GARDEN WORK?
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You can create a rain garden on your property! 
Rain gardens keep stormwater on site and help 
recharge groundwater. They also help reduce flooding. 

DID YOU KNOW?
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msu-water.msu.edu

Michigan State University (MSU) has implemented green infrastructure to capture stormwater 
from surrounding roads, parking lots, and buildings. Previously, water from these surfaces 
entered the storm sewer system, which led directly into the Red Cedar River. Now through a variety 
of green infrastructure practices, stormwater is captured and either reused or infiltrated on site. 
Capturing stormwater reduces pollutant runoff into the river, improving water quality.  

You are an essential part of the Red Cedar Watershed, 
and your actions can help to protect our shared 
water resources. To learn how you an help, visit:

Contributing Departments and Units
Biosystems Engineering
Community Sustainability
Horticulture
Infrastructure Planning and Facilities
Institute of Water Research


